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PREFACE. 


HE Force of Cuſtom, and the Preva- 
> [38 /ence of Example, the predominant Guides 
Wy of the Plurality of Mankind, having au- 
woven” theorized the prefixing Prefaces to Books, 
the Fe Part of the Species conſider it now as 
abſolutely eſſential and requiſite, even to the ſmalleſt 
Pamphlets, as the innumerable Forms and Ceremonies 
made Uſe of in the huge Net of Law; but Men of 
Senſe are of Opinion, that both perplex the Cauſe in 
Aitation, weary the Minds, and tire the Patience of 
both Readers and Clients; and ſerve only to promote 
the Intereſt of Individuals concerned, but great) 
prejudice the Reſt of Mankind. 

Theſe being my private Sentiments alſo, J ſhouid 
not have acknowledged the Sovereignty of fickle Cuſtom 
and the Force of Example, though they reign uncon- 
troulable, lite deſpotic Governments, with univerſal 


and lawleſs Sway over the Hearts of the greateſi 
A Par! 


(iv ] 

Part of Mankind, but that 1 find there is a Neceſ- 
fity for my doing it; otherwiſe no more Benefit 
could poſſibly reſult from it, than the many Thouſand 
unhappy People involved in Law-Suits, find ariſe 
from the Prattice of the ſeveral Formalities in the 
Courſe of the Law. Theſe therefore on all Occaſions 
might well be diſpenſed with, and a much greater Ad- 
vantage would accrue to Thouſands of People naw 
living, and Thouſands yet unborn, from the Breach 
than the Obſervance of them. 

The End of my prefacing this little Piece was prin- 
cipally to inform the Reader, that it having been corit- 
teu in Order for Recital before a Society of Gentlemen, 
and was never deſigned for the Public Inſpefion, the 
Subject was not endeavoured to be handled in that 
Methodicel and cloſe- connected Chain of Reaſoning, ſa 
neceſſary to be obſerved in the Inveſtigation of it: Nor 
indeed had I the Confidence of attempting an 1!ſu/tration 
of ſo important a Sultd, but at the earneſt Kequdjt 
of ſome Gentlemen, whoſe Friendſhip does me Fonour 
and it is to their Importunities, and repeated $0.1ici- 
tations, that I am prevailed upon to conſent for its be- 
ing communicated to the Public. 

Conſcious of the Mulliplicity of Iinper fections and 
Inaccaracies contained in the follotving Work, which 
the Brevity of Time it was wrote in, and the Conciſc- 
neſs I was compelled by it: Limitation to obſcrve 
in treating on ſo complex a Topic, aimoſt inevitab y 
occaſioned, I ſubmit it to the Peruſal and Candour af 
the good natured Reader. To 
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IVI 
'To illuſtrate Chriſtianity in a proper Manner, 
and to remove the Cloud of Rubbiſh which ſome of 


thoſe who call themſeives its Advocates have thrown 


on it, requires @ much abler Pen than that I hold. 
More Prejudice has been done to the wavering and 
ſeeptica! Part of Chriſiaus by thoſe, than by all the 
fruitleſs Attempts and fallacious Arguments of the 
Deiſts. Chriſtianity is built upon a firm and immovea- 
ble Rock, the Baſis of which not all their Efforts can 


| deſtroy, nor their Artifices undermine. I never yet 


heard any real Arguments employed againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, by the Deiſtical Gentlemen, that could in the 
leaſt tend to ſhake a Chriſtian's Faith. Cavils at 
Words, and Objections at Ceremonies, are all the Arms 
they make Uſe of againſt it. On ſome weak Minds, 
mere nominal Chriſtians indeed, who will not give. 
themſe. ves the Trouble of ſearching into the ſacred 
Writings, but take their Religion upon Truſt, and 
profeſs that particular Sef or Perſuaſion which their 
Fathers profeſſea, their ſophiſtical Cavillings may be pre- 
judicial: But I think this may be laid down as a certain 
Maxim; a Man may be bewi:dered who aſpires to the 
Comprebenſicn of Things above the Sphere of a Finite 
Being, but never will be perplexed in à free and im- 
partial Enquiry after Truth. 

True genuine Chriſtianity, as taught by the Holy 
Scriptures, will always remain ſafe againſt the Attacks 
of the Deiſts, and the Diviſions of its Profeſſors io 
cohich I may add, the Abſurdities of its Commenta- 

ters. 
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tors. Theſe poſſeſſed of heated Imaginations, and 
teeming Erains, have added ſuch Syſtematical Doc- 
trines, loaded it with ſuch monſirous Excreſcencies, and 
exuberant Principles, that any Perſon who compares 
the Religion laid down in the New Teſtament, with 
the ſeveral Syſtems they have extracted from it, will 
be ſurprized at the immenſe Difference between them. 
Commentaries on Commentaries, Notes on Notes, and 
Explanations on Explanations, have been heaped up to 
explain what appears obvious to every Perſon's Fudg- 

ment. How often have ] been aſtoniſhed on ſearching 
into the Writings of the different Sefts of Chriſtians 
to perceive what curious Opinions | what abſurd Ex- 
Planations ! what groundleſs Conjefures ! ridiculous 
Fancies, and prepoſterous Concluſions, they ſeverally | 
make and entertain] cach of whom ſtudies and ranſacks 
theSacred Writings, to ſelect that particular Part which 
ſeems to juſtify their wn Syſtem. — Truth is not what 
4b ſeek: Each endeavours to ſupport the Party be 
has embraced ; and what is the genera! Method 
among them all, more attempts to refute his Anta- 
genft”s fallacious Principles, than eſtabliſh his own. 


Take Nature's Path, and mad Opinions leave, 
All States can reach it, and all Heads conceive ; 
Obvious her Goods, in no Extreme they dwell, 


There needs but thinking right, and meaning well, 
Popx. 


Study the Religion laid down in the Scriptures, and 


conform vourſelf to its Precepts, and you will be more 
edified 


[ vii ] 
edified, than in examining the varying Interpreta- 
tions of Commentators, and the different Opinions of 
Chriſtians, none of whom agree in their ſcolaſtic 
Terms, and the Tendency of any particular Text of 
Scripture. Plain eaſy and familiar Paſſages, they 
have wreſted and tortured Five Hundred Ways, in 
Order to make it ſerve their own Purpoſes. Other 
Parts to be underſtood with the greateſt Facility, they 
have repreſented as lyperbolical, parabolical, metapho- 
rical, myſtical or typical, with ſuch far-fetched Inferen- 
ces, and ſingular Opinions, as the Author never bad any 
Thoughts of, nor which ever entered into any Perſon's 
Pericranium, but their own to conceive. Could the 
Apoſtles but ſee the Explanations of their Works, 
alas ! they would be as much ſurprized as the Claſſic 
Authors would on viewing their mangled IWritings. 
Jam ſorry, I bave Occaſion to ſay, that this Method of 
explaining the Holy Writings is alſo made Uſe of, ly 
the Clergy of the Church of England, few of which 
agree in their Interpretations of them. A Right Re- 
verend Divine, in treating of Mosts's Hiſtory of 
the Fall, ſays, that the Garden of Eden is to be taken 
in @ Literal Senſe ; another Reverend Gentleman + 
is ſurprized former Commentators ſhould not under- 
fand it Allegorically, and ſays, that by the Garden 
of Eden, is meant the Body of Man; while a Third 9 
refutes former erroneous Repreſentations, and aſſures 
ts, that it is the Soul of Man, in a carnal and natu- 
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ral State, not ſpiritualized for the Attainment 
of an Ideal World. Many other equally abſurd 
Commentaries might be produced on this, and other 
Parts of Scripture ; but from ſuch Explanations, 
libera nos Domine ! 

Since we may go to the Fountain-Head for its pure 
genuine Detirines, let us not dip them from the mud- 
dy Stream of the Commentator, but receive them from 
_ the Scriptures themſelves, and then we cannot e, r. It 
is the Glory of Proteſtantiſm, that it allows à free 
Scope for Rational Enquiry. We are not only allowed, 
but pofilrvely commanded by our Saviour, to ſearch the 
Scriptures, 40 prove all Things, and hold faſt that 
which is beſt : Examine my Dotrines carefully, bring 


them to the Bar of your Reaſon, and there judge be- 


ther they are of Gop or not, CarisT expreſsly ſays. 
Me are always required by our Saviour to make Uſe of 
our Rational Faculties to enable us to form a proper 
Fudg ment of the Excellency of his Religion: In this 
its Goodneſs conſiſts, our Reaſon being at ſo perfect 


Unity with Revelation. There are ſome Gentlemen 


41deed, who think if they ſet them at Variance, they 
do Revealed Religion great Service; but alas! it 
zs out of their Power lo do it. They are ſuch inſe- 
parable Friends and ſo cloſely united, that one cannot 
Fall without the other. 

| The great Author of Nature, in Order for our 
alling on this Stage of Life with Honour, hath en- 
dued us with Reaſonable Faculties, for our under- 
ſtanding 


[ ix ] 
ſtanding what is proper for us to embrace, and 
what we ought to rejet. A right Uſe of theſe Pow- 
ers, will point out to us the infinite Wiſdom, Mercy 
and Benevolence of the Deity, in aiding our weak 
Natural Reaſon with a Revelation, and will incite us 
to obſerve its Laws, and conform ourſelves io its 
Precepts. If we abuſe our Rational Faculties, 
We ſhall be incapable of judging of the I/orth and 
Goodneſs of it ; like a great many others, who, 
though poſſeſſed of ſirong Powers and Abi1ties, yet by 
an Abuſe of them, they rail at Divine Lows, and con- 
temu Divine Dotirines ; and not only are ſo unhappy 
themſerves as to ſpurn at them, but endeavour as far 
as they are able, by their Cavils and Objections, to 
bring Men frem being good Chriſtians, to be Tnjidels 
and Blaſphemers of Gop's moſt holy Name and Mord. 
Let us then not mis-uſe our Mental Jaculiies, but let 
our Reaſon, in Conjun7ion with the Laws of. Go b, 
be the Ditiator and Sovereign Guide of our Aclions ; 
let us ſearch freely, examine carefu.ly, au juige un- 
prejudicediy, if «ve would know iruy; end let us a- 
ways think with Force and Freedom, and attentive.y 
ſcrutinize into the Scope and Deſign of the Sacred 
Writings , then wwe foal! be in a Cepacity of diſcove- 
ring Truth, achnotoledgiug the Divinity, aud diſtin- 
guiſhing the Excellency of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, - 
and ailing agreeab.e to the Commands and Precepts 
the Founder of it gave us. 


/ 
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Let us reflect and conſider, that had we not received 
the Advantages of a Revelation, it pleaſed the Deity 
in Compaſſion to our Infirmities to beſtow upon us, we 
bad now in all Human Probability, been in the ſame 
State as our Fore- Fathers, the rough uncivilized Bri- 
tons were, or as the Heathens were at the Time our 
Saviour condeſcended to aſſume Human Form to inſtruct 
them in their Duties. As wwe have therefore a per- 
felt conſiſtent Syſtem of Religion introduced and ęſta- 
bliſhed in the World by the Saviour of Mankind. 
if we neglect the Obſervance of its Precepis, and a 
due Conformity to its Laws, we ſhall, undoubled,y, 
be culpable to the higheſt Degree, ſince by that Re- 
ligion, we have our ſeveral Duties and Obligations 
revealed to us in the moſt familiar and intelligible 
Manner, and enforced by the ſtrongeſt Sanctions. 

1 fhall conclude this Prefatory Introduction, with 
recommending to every honeſt impartial Mind, a cloſe 
and attentive Peruſal of the Holy Scriptures ; and 
by ſo doing, he muſt be perfectiy convinced, that tho 
the numerous Perſuaſions. of Chriſtians are divided 
with Reſpeci to their external Rites and Ceremonies, 
yet Chriſtianity as taught in the Sacred Writings, en- 
larges the Minds, enlightens the Underſtanding, and 
regulates the Conduct of thoſe who purſue its Com- 
mands, acknowledge its Doctrines, and obſerve its 
Precepts, and is worthy the Reception, Belief, and 
Practice of all Mankind, 

R. L, 
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Loxpox, May 4, 1754. 
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EXCELLENCY 


OF THE 


Chriſtian Syſtem, Oc. 


A is not Oſtentation, Vanity, or any 
ſiniſter View, that induces me to offer 
the Gentlemen preſent, a few ſcattered 
and un - connected Thoughts on the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and drawing a Parallel be- 
tween it, and the Pagan and Mabometan Religions, 
and the Religion of Nature: A much more 
noble Motive influences me to deliver my Senti- 
ments thereon, before this Society; namely, a 
Love of Truth. This inſpires me to undertake a 


Vindication of that Religion, which boaſts of Ar- 


gument 
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gument for its Founcation, Truth for its Principle, 
and Reaſon for its Criterion. 

My Deſign in this looſe un-premeditated Dii- 
courſe, is to illuſtrate the Excellency of Chriſtiani- 
ty above all other Syſtems, by ſetting it in a com- 
parat ive View with others, and ſrewing wherein 
its Worth and Goodneſs conſiſts. 

Tur Brevity of Time altotted me for this Pur- 
pole, will not permit me to expatriate fo fully in 
the Inveſtigation of ſo important à Subject as I 
could with, I ſhall therefore endeavour to be as 
conciſe as poſſible in treating thereon. 

nr Dignity of the Topic, Gentlemen, I flatter 
myſelf will recommend the god Intention of the 
Speaker in the Choice of this Thetis to your Can- 


dour and Good-nature z as well as beſpeak your 


Pardon, if in this, his firſt Eſſay, he ſhould not 
handle the Subject with that Perfection of Reaſon 
and Eloquence, it ſo juſtly demands. 

. In diſcuſſing this Point, I apprehend, it will be 
incumbent on me ro ſhew, wherein Paganiſm, Na- 
tural Religion, and Mahometaniſm are defective, 
and to point out the Excelience and Superiority 
of Chriſtianity over thoſe Syſtems. 

Tu Pagan Religion and the Religion of Na- 
ture, I ſhall include under one Article, ſince Pa- 
ganiſm is a Syſtem of Religion, which the Light 
of Nature dictated; though indeed at the Time it 
framed that Syſtem, its Faculties were much im- 

| paired, 
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paired, and greatly abuſed ; however, as neither 
of them boaſts any Supernatural Aſſiſtance, and 
the latter founded the former Religion, I ſhall to- 
gether conſider thoſe Defects they abound with. 

By the Religion of Nature, I mean that inter- 
nal Principle, Law or Light, which is inſculped 
and engraved on every Man's Breaſt : That this 
Light alone is inſufficient to enable Mankind to 
perform the Duties they owe to Gop, their Neigh- 
bours themſelves, appears ſufficiently evident, 
by obſerving the Practices of Mankind in thoſe 
Parts that have not been bleſſed with a Revelation; 
as in North America, where the Iroquois and the Hu- 
rons are ſo ignorant, that they are nut acquainted 
with either Divine, or Moral Obligations“: So 
alſo in many other Parts of the World 

Natural Religion alſo, as well as the Pagan, is 
deficient in keeping Mankind in Ignorance of 
their Forgiveneſs by Gor, upon an unfeigned 
and ſincere Repentance : They include likewiſe 
the End and Deſign of all Virtue within the Li- 
mits of this Life, it being a general received 
Maxim by them, that Virtus eſt fibi Premium : 
They teach that every Man has Powers enough 
of himſelf for the Practice of Virtue and obtain- 
ing its End: They maintain alſo, that Virtus t 
in Medio ponitur, intimating Mankind may be 
over-virtuous : Neither of them have any certain 

Vid. Hennepin's Yoyages, 


Rule 
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Rule of Virtue : Both of them likewiſe free and 
diſcharge all Moral Services, from any Depen- 
dance upon, or Reſpect to Grace, Gratitude, 
Duty, or Divine Providence. 
IT is well known that they paid their Adorati- 
ons to a Multiplicity of Gods: 


Gops partial, changeful, paſſionate, unjuſt, 
Whoſe Attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luſt, 


as Mr. Pop E beautifully expreſſes it; ſuck as Ju- 
piter, a Parracide and an Adulterer; Batthus, a 
Drunkard ; Romulus, a Fratricide, Sc. In their 
worſhipping their ſeveral Deities, they practiſed 
ſuch abominable Rites, as make one ſhudder with 
Horror at the bare Reflection on them. Their 
Practices of their Bacchanalia and Buſtialia, their 
Effuſion of Human Blood, and offering up their 
Children to Moloch to pacify their incenſed Deiti- 
es, (as if I miſtake not, is now practiſed in Perſia, 
Greece, and the Indies) their worſhipping the Stars, 
paying Divine Honours to Beaſts, as to Rats, Cats, 
Crocodiles and Oxen, are ſo very abſurd, that it is 
ſurpriſing how ſuch Actions could enter into Mortal 
Heads. They adored likewiſe immaterial Things 
which were mere Accidents or Paſſions, as to a 
Fever, Fortune, Love, Hope, Fear, Anger, Joy, 
Sc. And elſo to inanimate Beings, as Stocks and 
Stones, Leeks and Onions, as well as to their 
Domeſtic Gods, their Penates and Lares. 

| THE 
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Tur Practice of theſe ſeveral Rites I have men- 
tioned, they were ſo prepoſſeſſed in Favour of, 
that all the Arguments and Attempts of the 
Philoſophers to perſuade them to extirpate them 
had no Effect; nor could they be prevailed upon 
to lay them aſide by their Menaces, their flowing 
Eloquence, or Rhetorical Speeches; ſo difficult it 
is to reject what once is embraced, and aboliſh the 
Prejudices of Education, how abſurd ſoever they 
are. 


Tur great Number of Deities the Heathens 
acknowledged, there were but very few amongſt 
them, that knew the true Meaning of. The viſeſt 
of their Philoſophers indeed were convinced of 
there being One Infinite and Eternal Being, and 
that the ſeveral Gods they paid their Adorations 
to, were but Types or Emblems to repreſent the 
different Attributes of One Supreme, 


Tux reflecting on this ſingle Circumſtance, ta 
me appears convincing, that the Light of Na- 
ture alone 1s inſufficient to inform Mankind of the 
Exiſtence of a Deity. The Knowledge they have 
of this great and important Truth, I think, is by 
Tradition, and not by any innate, or intuitive 
Knowledge. The Heathens had ſo inadequate a 
Conception of it, that all Writers both Sacred and 
Prolane, ta'ce Notice of it; and it is ſo evident 
that they could not attain this Degree of Know- 

ledge, 
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ledge, that Sock ars died in Vindication of the 


Unity of the Godhead. 


Tu Heathens alſo ſtrongly inculcated the Prin- 
ciple of Revenge ; like the modern Spaniards and 
{talians, a Quarrel ſubſiſting between two Fathers, 
deſcended, by Inheritance, to their Sons. This 
they thought a Point of Honour to obſerve z; and 
the firit favourable Opportunity that preſented it- 
ſelf, they revenged their deceaſed Friend or Father. 
Revenge! ſay they, the greateſt Attribute of 
Deity. AoC a&Cui ννt ie Injurid Injuriam 
cobibere licei, being a common and general re- 
ceived Maxim with them. 

Havi in as conciſe a Manner as poſſible, 
ſhewn the Abſurdities of Paganiſm, and the Inſuf- 
ficiency of the Light of Nature, I ſhall now, Gen- 
tlemen, turn my Thoughts to the Mabometan Re- 
ligion, decipher the Character of its Founder, give 


a ſhort Account of its Riſe and Progreſs, and ſhew 
wherein its Goodneſs, and its Detects conſiſt. 


II is univerſally allowed that Mahometaniſm great- 
ly excells the Pagan Religion. Before Mahomet 


introduced his Syitem, Peganiſm was the reigning, 
Worſhip in Arabia. He oblerved the idolatrous 


Practices they were guilty of, and obſerving 
in his Jourmes to Syria, Paleſtine and Fgypt, the 
ſeveral Sects and Diviſions ſubliiting amongſt the 
Chriſtizns, concluded it would be no difficult Un- 


dertaking, totally to root out their ridiculous Cere- 
monies 
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monies of the Arabians, and convert the Chriſtians 
to the Religion he intended to introduce. Mahomet 
however found himſelf greatly miſtaken : The 
Arabians having in their Infancy imbibed Pre- 
poſſeſſions in Favour of their Syſtem, to eradicate 
thoſe Prepoſſeſſions, was an arduous Taſk. Not- 
withſtanding this, Mabomet by continued Applica- 
tion, and indefatigable Induſtry, joined with a 
ſubtle Genius and enterpriſing Spirit, effected it 
about the Forty-fifth Year of his Age, and pro- 
cured himſelf to be proclaimed King at Medina, 
having before aſſumed only the Title of High- 
Prieſt of his Religion. 


Mahomet being exalted to the ſo much deſired 
Dignities, ſet about extirpating the Superſtition 
and Idolatry of which the Arabians were ſo much 
enamoured; and in Lieu of their prepoſterous 
Opinions and ridiculous Notions, introduced a 
great many noble Doctrines, and excellent Pre- 
cepts. 

HE inculcated to them the Unity of the God- 
head, acknowledged the Writings of Mos Es and 
CHRisT, confeſſed our Saviour to be the Son of 
Gop, taught them the Moral Obligations that 
were due from them, prohibited their drinking 
ſtrong Liquors, and Gaming, ſhewed them the 
Neceſlity of frequent Prayer; and in fine, greatly 
reformed them from that Deluge of Ignorance and 


Polytheiſm, which flowed like an Inundation a- 
C mongſt 
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mongſt them: All which are inconteſtable Evi- 
dences of their Superiority over their former Reli- 


gion, Paganiſm. 

In theſe Particulars I have recited, Mahometa- 
ui ſin has a very promiſing Aſpect, but there are 
a great many Doctrines contained in it, unworthy 
the Reception of any Rational Creature; ſo that 
it is a mere Compound of good and bad Doctrines 
and Precepts, 

A Perſon who examines into the Tenets of this 
Religion, will immediately perceive, that it is a 
Mixture of the Chriſtian and Jewiſh Syſtems, with 
ſome Additional Doctrines its Founder thought 
requiſite to introduce; the Scope and Tendency of 
which, plainly ſhew them to be the Product of an 
enthuſiaſtic Madman's Brain. 


Bur theſe Doctrines Mabomet taught, he politi- 
cally conſidered, were the moſt effectual for his 
obtaining Succeſs in the Promulgation of his Re- 
ligion. The Arabians he well knew were luſtful 
and incontinent, and as he juſtly reflected that on 
Men endued with theſe Kind of Diſpoſitions, no- 
thing would be ſo likely to prevail as aiming at 
their ruling Paſſions ; he therefore allowed them 
a free Gratification of their ſenſual Appetites, and 
looſened the Reins to their Luſt, Both by Precept 
and Example, he authorized them in the Commil- 
ſion of a carnal Intercourſe with as many Concu- 


bines as they choſe, beſides permitting them a Plu- 
| rality 
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rality of Wives. He promiſed them alſo the Enjoy- 
ment of perpetual Virgins in the next World, un- 
der ſhady Coverts, in fragrant Bowers, and pleaſant 
Meadows. Theſe Things, ſo agreeable to the De- 
ſires, and ſo well ſuited to the Tempers of the 
Arabians, having received a Sanction from their 


Religion, obtained the deſired Effect. 


Mahomet being in Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
propagated his Religion by Fire and Sword, re- 
duced great Part of Arabia under his Power, and 
Part of Syria, at that Time ſubject to the Grecian 
Emperor. Wherever he came, there he eſtabliſh- 
ed his Religion. His Succeſſors alſo employed the 
ſame Methods, and in a ſhort Time extended their 
Arms to the Weſtern Shores of Afric and Spain: 
Great Part of the Chriſtian World made but little 
Reſiſtance to the Force of their Arms: Even the 
Iſlands and Coaſts of Iudia Eaſtward, ſoon ſwarmed 
with Mahometans, and the greateſt Part of the In- 
dian Sovereigns, were converted and became Pro- 
ſelites to Mahometaniſm. 


Taz Methods that the Mabometans made Uſe of 
to propagate their Religion, were by Fire and 
Sword, Rapine and Deſolation, which appears un- 
juſtifiable to the greateſt Degree; for if the Worth 
and Excellency of any Syſtem, conſiſted in obtain- 
ing Victories over, beating Truth into, and the 
Brains out of the Heads of their Opponents and 
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Adverfaries, then the Greeks and Romans, the Per- 
frans and Aſyrians, have equal Right to boaſt of 
the Purity of Paganiſm ; for if we will conſult an- 
tient Hiſtory, we ſhall find they acquired greater 
Victories, and atchieved more noble Exploits by 
the Force of their Arms than ever Mahomet 
did, 

TA Founder of this Religion, in his Moral 
Character, was exactly ſimilar as in his Martial 
one. Luſt, Rage and Revenge, were blended 
with many Virtues he was poſſeſſed of. Cruelty 
and Inhumanity appears by his cutting ſo many in- 
nocent Men's Throats for not believing as he did. 
Inceſt was a Crime he was alſo guilty of, as appears 
by his compelling by Force his Brother Zayd to 
repudiate his Wife, he being himſelf enamoured 
of her, and accordingly eſpouſed her both in Con- 
tempt of Divine and Human Laws. He was ſo 
luſtful, that though he having pretended to be a 
Prophet, ought to have ſet an | Example of Chaſti- 
ty and Virtue to his Followers, yet he kept a great 
many Concubines, and raviſhed all the Women he 
met with that were agreeable to his Fancy; and 
icrupled not gratifying his inordinate Paſſions, at 
the Expence of all that was ſacred, juſt, or ho- 
nourable. 


THrzst Actions the moſt partial of his Biogra- 
phers endeavour not to extenuate ; the Commiſ- 


ſion and Confequences of them appeared ſo obvi- 
OUS, 


”, I 
ous, that any Attempts to palliate them would be 
quite fruitleſs. 

WirTn Reſpect to the Works it is pretended he 
wrought, Authors are not agreed. Boulainvilliers, 
whom I take to be the moſt perfe&, as well as Dr. 
Prideaux, make no Mention of any Miracles he 
performed. Other Writers of his Life, record ſome 
trifling Stories about the Dove whiſpering him in 
the Ear, the Camel ſpeaking to him by Night, 
Part of the Moon's falling into his Lap, and con- 
tinuing there till he releaſed it, and the Converſa- 
tion he had with the Angel Gabriel ; but fince the 
beſt Authors of his Life take no Notice of theſe, 
and I have myſelf been informed by a Mabometan 
Officer, that they boaſt of no Miraculous Works 
being wrought by Mahomet, I am apprehenſive that 
were I to endeavour to demonſtrate their Fallacy, 
I ſhould conquer without a Victory. 

Tuis is the Man, theſe the Doctrines, and theſe 
the Miracles, Gentlemen, that a worthy Member 
of this Society, was pleaſed ſome Time ago to 
ſet in Competition with the amazing Powers, and 
ſtupendous Works our Saviour manifeſted. The 
Gentleman has done Chriſtianity no Prejudice, I 
think, in drawing a Compariſon between it and Ma- 
hometaniſm, ſince it muſt neceſſarily appear to a 
great Advantage from ſuch a Contraſt. It is ſuf- 
ficiently apparent that Mabomet had not ſo good 
an Opinion of himſelf as the worthy Gentleman 

has, 
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has, nor was he ſo vain and confident as to ſet 
himſelf on a Footing with CHRIST, ſince he calls 
him, and his Followers now allow our Bleſſed Savi- 
our to be, Abſo xi areue 73 O47. 


Havinc mentioned the Defects, Paganiſm, the 
Religion of Nature, and Mahometaniſm labour un- 
der, I ſhall now conſider the Duties and Obliga- 
tions the Chriſtian Syſtem teaches. This indeed is 
ſo fair a Field, and ſo comprehenſive a Subject, 
that to be properly inveſtigated, would require 
Volumes; and *tis with the greateſt Concern that 
the extreme Limitation of Time prevents my il- 
luſtrating this Subject in ſo advantageous a Man- 
ner, as the ſm̃all Capacity I can boaſt of would 
permit: I ſhall however point out thoſe Benefits 
we receive by the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, in as 
conciſe a Manner as I poſſibly 2 ſo as to be free 
from Obſcurity. 


CuRISTIANIT v, Gentlemen, in Oppoſition to 
thoſe Religious Syſtems I have mentioned, informs 
us, (what indeed our own Reaſon and Experience 
tells us,) that Man by Nature is a poor frail Being, 
unable of himſelf to perform virtuous Actions, or 
avoid the Commiſſion of vicious ones. It teaches us 
that our whole Truſt and Confidence is to be re- 
poſed in that infinitely wiſe and potent Being, 
who alone is able to aſſiſt and ſave us: It reveals 
the Will of Gop to us, and leaves us not in Doubts 
and Uncertainties : Tt informs us, that upon an un- 


feigned 
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feigned Repentance, and Sorrow for our paſt Of- 
fences, we ſhall obtain a full Pardon and Remiſſion 
of our Sins: It fixes our Happineſs after this 
Life upon Things ſpiritual and ſublime ; it tells 
us that it conſiſts in the beatific Viſion of Goo, 
and in a clear and unerring Underſtanding : It in- 
forms us that our Felicity in this Life (if in this 
Temporary State there can be any ſuch Thing as 
true Felicity) conſiſts in a due Conformity to the 
Laws of the Deity as revealed unto us, and in the 
Love of, and Dependance upon him : It com- 
mands us to forgive our Enemies, to pray for our 
Perſecutors, and to return Good for Evil : It for- 
bids Mental as well as Corporeal Sin : It requires the 
Practice of Univerſal Juſtice, and the Exertion of 
Univerſal Charity and Benevolence: It teaches us 
that primitive and Original Religion which was 
given by the Supreme Being at the Creation of the 
World to Mankind, refined from the Corruptions 
which Men had debaſed it with: It explains and 
improves ſeveral Points of Morality : It furniſhes 
new and ſtronger Motives to entorce the Practice 
of Virtue : It gives us more amiable Ideas of the 
Supreme Being, and diſcovers to us many impor- 
tant Truths which the Light of Nature could not : 
In a Word, —Chriſtianity gives us the molt perfect 
Laws, the moſt excellent Doctrines, and inſtructive 
Precepts towards the Regulation of our Lives, 
and the Formation of our Conduct. 
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TA x intrinſic Worth of the Chriſtian Syſtem 
conſiſts in its bemg an Appeal to the beſt Ex- 
erciſe of the Rational Faculties of Mankind, 
and being at perfect Unity therewith. That it is 
the moſt antient of any Religion, appears by ob- 
ſerving the wonderful Harmony and exact Con- 
formity between the Old and New Teſtament ; 
with this Difference only, that the Ceremonial Law, 
Types and Sacrifices were to be aboliſhed, when 
our Bleſſed Saviour the Great Sacrifice and Fulfiller 
of the Law came into the World. On this Hypo- 
theſis, it has been obſerved to me, that in boaſting 
of its Antiquity, I admit it to be the ſame Reli- 
gion as the Jewiſh, I have in Part anſwered this 
Objection before, and ſhall only farther obſerve 
that the Chriftian and Jewiſh Religion differ not 
Fundamentally, any more than the Proteſtant and 
Roman Catholic, but only with Reſpect to the 
Method of Adminiſtration, and in Rites and Ce- 
remonies. | 355 


I TrIxK it is ſufficiently demonſtrative that it 
has undoubted Characteriſtics of pureſt Antiquity 
upon it, by its being written in the firſt and earlieſt 
Language beſtowed by Gop upon the Human 
Species, from whence all Languages have been de- 
rived, as Plutarch, Pliny and Tacitus confeſs: And 
that it is a perfect conſiſtent Syſtem, is evident by 
the Multiplicity of Events predicted in the one, 
and their Completion mentioned in the other; 


nay, 
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nay, they are not only recorded there, but teſtified 
by Pagan Writers, who have written cotempora- 
ry with the Facts they relate, as will appear obvi- 
ous to every Perſon who will peruſe Euſebius, Ta- 
citus, Suetonius, Dion, Macrobius, Foſephys, and 
others. 

Lr us for a Moment, Gentlemen, reflect upon 
the State of the World, when our Saviour came 
in it, to deliver a moſt excellent Syſtem of Religi- 
on to Mankind for the Regulation of their Conduct, 


Ar that Period of Time, a Deluge of Idolatry 
and Ignorance, like an over-bearing River, regard- 
leis of its Mounds and Fences, had over-ſpread the 
whole Univerſe. Even Moral Obligations, in a 
great many Reſpects, were unknown to Mankind: 
They committed the moſt abominable Practices, 
and thought it no Crime to perpetrate ſuch horrid 
Villainy, as tends to the Reproach of Human Na- 
ture, and Injury of Soeiety. It had been well for 
ſucceeding Generations, had not the Writers of 
that Era gloried in their infernal Practices; for as 
Dryden has well obſerved, without Commentaries 
on the Works of Plautus and Ariſtophanes, Horace 
and Juvenal, to which I may add, Virgil, Catullus 
and Martial, Modern Times had been ignorant 
of thoſe Vices they made no Scruple of commit- 
ting. They likewiſe danced and friſked naked be- 
fore their Gods, the Works of their own Hands. 
They facrificed their Children, and made them paſs | 
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rhro' the Fire to Moloch, and committed a great 


many other heinous Sins.—In ſhort, they contemn- 
ed both the Law of Reaſon, and the Reproach of 
Conſcience, the natural Sanction by which it is en- 
forced. Under theſe Circumſtances, it was manifeſt- 
ly fit and reaſonable for the Divine Interpoſition to 
be exerted for the Benefit and Service of Mankind; 
that merciful and good Being, the Great Firſt Cauſe 
therefore, ſollicitous for the Joſt State of Mankind, 
was pleaſed to ſend our Saviour into the World, 
to extricate them from that Labyrinth of Vice and 
Iniquity they were fallen into, and agreeable to 
the ſeveral Promiſes he had long before made them 
by the Mouths of his Prophets. 

Tax Time being expired, in which it was pre- 
dicted our Saviour ſhould come into the World, 
an univerſal Expectation appeared concerning the 
Accompliſnment of the Prophecies. Curisr 
according to the Circumſtances, as related by 1/aiab 
and others, came in a meek and humble Manner; 
no Feſtivals or Grandeur attended his Coming, no 
ſplendid Appearances, ſublime Equipages, nor 
Regal Pomp. The Saviour of the World came 
as deſcribed and repreſented by the Prophet Ze- 
chariah, Cap. g. Ver. ix. Rejoice greatly, O Daugh- 


ter of Zion; ſhout, O Daughter of Jeruſalem ; be- 


held thy King cometh unto tbee; he is juſt, and having 
Salvation, lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and upon a 
Colt the Foal of an Aſs. This was the Circuin- 


ſtance 
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ſtance which perplexed the Jes. They could not 
conceive that the Meſſiah ſhould be born in a mean 
and humble State of a Virgin; that he ſhould pats 
through the Infirmities and Misfortunes liable to 
Human Nature ; that he ſhould endure the Taunts 
and Reproaches of Men; undergo a great many 
Afflictions; and laſtly, ſuffer an ignominious Death 
upon the Croſs. 


THE y expected a mighty Temporal Prince, 
who was to give them Principalities and Powers, 
and conquer all their Enemies; but when they be- 
held the Metab aſſuming Human Form, and was 
in a mean and obſcure Condition of Life, they reject- 


ed and deſpiſed him. 
BEIN O contemned by the Jes he taught the 


Gentiles, as it was prophecied by 1/aiah, Cap. 49. 
Ver. 5. and 6. He had no ſooner preached to 
them, and inſtructed them in their ſeveral Divine 
and Moral Obligations, but a Reformation was ef- 
fected. Mankind were no longer in Ignorance 
Sacrifices were extirpated; the Ceremonial Law 
aboliſhed ; Idolatry then ceaſed, and Polytheiſm 
was no more practiſed, What all the Endeavours 
of the antient Philoſophers could not effect, our 
Saviour ſpeedily brought about. The Holineſs of 
his Life was ſo conſpicuous, the. Miracles he 
wrought ſo ſtupendous, the Doctrines he taught 
ſo excellent, and the Precepts he inculcated ſo 
noble and inſtructive, that Mankind were convin- 
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ced of the Excellency of that Religion, the Tenets 
of which were conformable to the beſt Exerciſe 
of. their Rational Faculties, and authorized by 
{uch Miraculous Powers, that it appeared evident 
no Perſon copld perform them, unleſs commiſſioned 
and empowered by Go Dp. 


Tnovo it is a ſelf- evident Propofition that 
Miracles of themſelves prove not the Truth of any 
Religion; yet if we conſider the Scope and Ten. 
dency of thoſe our Saviour wrought, and reflect 
on the ſuperlatively Greatneſs of them, we muſt 
confeſs, that they were truly concluſive of the Di- 
vinity of their Author. Even Acts of Creation 
were performed by him, as appears manifeſt in his 
feeding Five Thouſand Men in the Deſert. It is 
worthy Notice to obſerve, that though our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour in duly qualifying his Diſciples for the 
Promulgation of the Goſpel, had enabled them to 
heal the Sick, to cure the Deaf, to caſt out De- 
vils, Sc. and though they had miraculouſly re- 
ceived a Power of ſpeaking no leſs than Fifteen 
different Languages for this great End, yet creative 
Acts our Saviour did not think proper to autho- 
rize them to perform. This he alone was capable 
of doing, ſince he alone was worthy. 

Tur End for which our Saviour performed ſo 
many Miracles, was to induce the Beholders to 
{earch into the Tendency of his Doctrines. It ac- 
cardingly excited their Curioſity to enquire therein. 

| On 
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On ſuch Examination, they found that the ſtupen- 
dous Works Car1sT' wrought, and the intrinſic 
Goodneſs of the Syſtem he taught, were concur- 
rent Teſtimonies of his Divinity. 
Convince by the freeſt Exerciſe of their Ra- 
tional Faculties, that Chriſtianity was founded on 
Reaſon and Truth, and that its Doctrines and 
Precepts were truly declarative of the ſublimeſt 
Wiſdom, on ſuch Conviction they embraced it; 
and after they had become Converts to the Chriſtian 
Religion, not all the Attempts, the Menaces or 
Rage of their perſecuting Enemies, could prevail 
on them to renounce their Faith. 


Lr us for a Moment, Gentlemen, reflect on the 


Nature of thoſe Miracles our Saviour performed. 
He healed the Sick, he cured the Lame, he reſto- 


red Sight to the Blind, Hearing to the Deat, and 
Speech to the Dumb ; he raiſed the Dead, he 
cleanſed the Lepers, he caſt out Devils, he calm- 
ed the boiſterous Winds, and raging Seas, hc 
walked upon the Water, &c. Theſe Miracles, e- 
ven Heathen Writers could not deny. Julian the 
Apoſtate, Porphyry, and Hierocles, all Pagans and 
Perſecutors of the Chriſtians, confeſs that Cur 1:r 
wrought many ſurpriſing Cures, and foretold ſeve- 
ral Events, which came to paſs agreeable to his 
Predictions. Celſus likewiſe, not being able to 
evade the Force of Origen's Argument when preſ- 
ſing kim concerning our Saviour's Miracles, affirm- 

ed 
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ed that CyrisT had worked thoſe Miracles, but 
ſays he, he performed them by Art Magic, which 
he learnt in Egypt; but Quadratus has fully refuted 
this Aſſertion, in an Apology he preſented to the 
» Emperor Adrian, in Favour of the Chriſtians, 

Lr us alſo conſider in what Manner the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation was promulgated. Its Doc- 
trines and Precepts we find were delivered both in a 
familiar and authoritative Way. There were no 
Spaniſh Inquiſitions, Popiſh Maſſacres, nor dreadful 
Anathemas made Uſe of for its Publication. Theſe 
Kind of Methods were reſerved for Chriftians in 
future Times to employ. They indeed 


With Heav*n's own Thunders ſhook the World 
r Ns 
And play'd the Gop an Engine on their Foe. 
| | Por E. 


Ov x Saviour's Diſciples were Twelve poor il- 
literate Men, who had never ſtudied the ſublime 
Points of Philoſophy amongſt the Peripatetics, the 
Stoics, or Platoniſts, nor did they employ Rheto- 
rical Harangues, Logical Reaſoning, or captiva- 
ting Eloquence in Support of their Religion; (Ar- 
ticles much more likely to move the Paſſions, than 
convince the Judgment) but as themſelves tell us, 
ſpoke in Simplicity that their Words might be of 
Gop. | 

Taz Diſadvantages the Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 


nity laboured under, and the Perſecutions they _ 
wit 
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with in the Promulgation of the Goſpel, are fo 


numerous, that the Hand of Providence is viſible in 


protecting that Religion from Ruin, which was to 
be the Guide of future Ages. To undergo the 
innumerable Tortures they were expoſed to, to 
fupport the cruciating Torments inflicted on them, 
to bear the perſecuting Rage and Malice of their 
Adverſaries, to endure the agonizing Pains of the 
Rack, the torturing Wheel, and the convulſive 
Pangs of the Croſs, where weary, fainting Life is 
attacked thro” every Limb, they muſt have been, 
in-thoſe dreadful Moments, ſupported by that tre- 
mendous and all- potent Being, for the Maintain- 
ing of whoſe Diſpenſation to Mankind they fo 


courageoully ſuffered. A continual Maffacre was 


made of the Chriſtians, *til Two Hundred and 

Fifty Years after CHRIST, with only ſome ſhort 
Intervals between, which the Apologies preſented 
to the Roman Emperors, by St. Melito, Tertullian, 
Qredratus, and others gained, as EvsEB1vs in his 
Hiſtoria Ecclefiaſtica relates. Theſe Perſecutions 
and Martyrdoms they were expoſed to, greatly 
impeded the Progreſs, and retarded the Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel; yet in Fifty Years after our Sa- 
viour, it had extended itſelf through all Paleſtine, 
Leſſer Afa, Syria and Nlyricum, and ſhortly after 
as far as Rome, Spain, &c. And Pliny, who lived 
about Sixty Years after the Crucifixion of our Bleſ. 
fed Saviour, informs Trajan the Roman Emperor, 


that in his Province, all Ages, Sexcs, and Ranks 


of 
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of Men had embriced the Chriſtian Religion, nd 
ont. in Milages bur Cities, ſo” that the Heathen 


wor 


—_ werealmoſt unfrequented, OY 


” I am here Gentleinen, compelled to break off | 
abruptly, ſince. Time will not permit any farther 
1 aveſtigation of this Subject. I ſhall therefore con, 
clude this plain and inaccurate, tho? well meant 
Diſcourſe, with only obſerving, that as we have a 
moſt perfect Syſtem of Religion gi: en-pnto 1 us by 
the Saviour of Mankind, we ſhall a& conformable 
to the Laws of the Supreme Being, and. agreeable 
to the Dictates of Right Reaſon, if we believe in 
its Doctrines, confide j in its Promiſes, obey i its, In- 


junctions, and i purkee its Frecepts. > e i: 
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